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SAINT JOHN — The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Saint John is decorated for Remembrance Day, Friday,
November 11, 2022. Veterans Affairs Canada states that the
date is of "remembrance for the men and women who have
served, and continue to serve our country during times of
war, conflict and peace"; particularly the First and Second
World Wars, the Korean War, and all conflicts since then in
which members of the Canadian Armed Forces have
participated. The wreath in front of the altar on the left
commemorates Canadian veterans, while the wreath to the
right commemorates those in the Ukraine (see story page
2). (Sean McNulty)

It is true that many Canadians do believe and retain their
religious faith. But those numbers are dropping, and
dropping fast, according to the latest census figures. Story
page 3. (Michael Swan photo)

A new Royal Canadian Legion initiative, at poppystories.ca,
encourages Canadians to connect to the veterans we
commemorate on Remembrance Day. Story page 2. (Screen
shot)

OTTAWA — (Photo
right) Father Robert
‘Bob’ Bedard (1929 -
2011), founder of the
Companions of the
Cross [CC], whom
Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC  of the
Diocese of Saint John is
a member, is the subject
of an upcoming docu-
mentary drama. Story
page 6. (Companions of the
Cross image)
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New FreemanThe
Ukraine close to hearts
this Remembrance Day
By QUITNON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

As Canadians from coast-to-coast prepare
to commemorate the unflinching heroism
and sacrifices made by the country’s mili-
tary veterans on Remembrance Day, there
remains an acute focus towards the ongo-
ing conflict between Russia and Ukraine.

The Royal Canadian Legion Norwood
Branch #178 in Edmonton features a col-
lective of members who have Ukrainian
family roots, including Ernie Fadak, who
served as president of Branch #178 from
1993-94 and 2013-15.

A product of Kirkland Lake, ON, born
during the Second World War, Mr. Fadak
has never visited Ukraine over his lifetime,
but he does have relatives living through
the struggle that began with the Russian
invasion on February 24, 2022.

“For me it is a little disheartening to see
what Russia is doing,” said Mr. Fadak. “The
bombing of non-military infrastructure and
buildings that is killing civilians is very up-
setting to see. I donated to the cause and I
also donated a bed to some of the new-
comers from Ukraine coming to Canada. I
just feel very bad about what (Ukrainians)
are going through there, being forced to
leave the country because of all the atroci-
ties taking place.”

Nujma Bond, the communications man-
ager at the Royal Canadian Legion’s national
headquarters in Ottawa, wrote to The
Catholic Register that “commenting on the
situation in Ukraine is outside our scope as
an organization.” However, she added that
“certainly families and friends connected
to our veterans are very cognizant of world
situations that involve their loved ones, and
that does likely spark and spread more pas-
sion for commemorating those who have
served and sacrificed.”

To commemorate those who served and/
or died in past conflicts, the Legion’s an-
nual National Poppy Campaign launched in
late October and volunteers across the
country will distribute nearly 20 million
poppies leading up to November 11.

The Legion has also launched a new ini-
tiative to help people remember. The new
Poppy Stories initiative debuts this year to
encourage Canadians to connect to Remem-
brance Day in a more emotionally resonant
fashion.

“People can visit PoppyStories.ca with
their smartphone, agree to use their cam-
era, and then scan a lapel poppy,” explained
Ms. Bond. “Like magic, up pops a story of
a Canadian veteran, including where they
served, their role and a little bit about their
personal life. We really felt it was a fantas-
tic way to help Canadians connect with our
veterans by seeing their faces and names.
It helps to relate more deeply to those who
have served and sacrificed for our coun-
try.”

Increased engagement with Remem-
brance Day from more Canadians would
delight Mr. Fadak, who says the occasion
has been greeted with increased passive-
ness over time.

“Remembrance is something that us older
people seem to have, but it seems to be
dying off,” he said. “You have the one day,
but then everyone forgets about it. I don’t
know why. I guess maybe older people have
more empathy towards that, and the
younger people perhaps haven’t been ex-
posed to it. I see some instances where they
put poppies or flags on graves, but that is a
very small minority. It’s nice to see it when
it happens.”

Validating Mr. Fadak’s viewpoint about
decreased interest in Canadian veterans’
affairs is the decrease in membership ranks
or closures of Legion branches around the
country. The closure of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch #141 in Winnipeg,
which featured a high number of Ukrainian
Canadian members, was reported in vari-
ous news outlets.

In Mr. Fadak’s own Norwood branch,
he said membership was once above the
1,200 threshold. Now there are fewer than
400.

For the veterans and Canadians witness-
ing this year’s national Remembrance Day
service, they will view a couple of special
presentations, wrote Ms. Bond.

“We will pay tribute to Queen Elizabeth
II for her service as a veteran who served
during the Second World War. We will also
commemorate the 80th anniversary of the
Dieppe raid. Part of the visual tribute will
include three vintage aircraft known to have
been used during that time: the P-51 Mus-
tang, the Hawker Hurricane and the
Supermarine Spitfire. They will perform a fly-
past during ‘God Save the King’ towards the
end of the ceremony.” §
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'Seismic' shift hits religious landscape
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

There were 10.9 million self-identified
Catholics in Canada in 2021, a sharp drop of
two million from 2011, according to the lat-
est census religion numbers.

And at 19.3 million Christians in Canada,
that’s 53.3 per cent of the population, down
from 77.1 per cent 20 years ago and 67.3 per
cent a decade ago.

Meanwhile people who claim no attachment
to religion — the religious nones [a term
sometimes used for people with no religious
affiliation] — are the fastest growing spiritual
collective in the country. The unaffiliated are
now more than a third of the country at 12.6
million people. As a percentage of Canadians,
the non-religious have gone from 16.5 per
cent in 2001 to 23.9 per cent in 2011 to 34.6
per cent in 2021.

The nones are not just adults fed up with
their church. Over the last decade the number
of children under 10 with no attachment to
any religion has grown by nearly 600,000,
swelling to over 3.3 million.

“The number of religious nones rose in 2001
and 2011 because people were leaving their
religious communities — for example, many
Catholics left the Church,” said David Seljak,
sociologist of religion and St. Jerome’s Uni-
versity professor of religious studies. “The
new figure includes those kinds of people,
but increasingly it includes children of those
people — that is, people who have had no
experience of formal religion whatsoever.”

The academics who study religion as a so-
cial phenomenon have predicted this result
for at least a generation, but the swiftness of
the change has taken many by surprise, Mr.
Seljak said.

“While Christianity still informs our values,
practices and institutions indirectly, it no longer
has the cultural power that it had in the 1950s
and 1960s,” Mr. Seljak said.

It’s not the loss of cultural power that both-
ers Father Harrison Ayre, pastor of St. Pe-
ter’s Church in Nanaimo, B.C. Fr. Ayre wor-
ries that the remaining 10.9 million Catholics
have lost the real meaning of the faith they
profess.

“That decline of two million people in 10
years while population is going up is very
alarming to see. It’s a very alarming number,”
Fr. Ayre said. “It’s catastrophic in the sense
of it being a clear sign of a lack of conviction,
of a lack of the sense of urgency in proclaim-
ing the faith.”

  Catholics have to take collective responsi-
bility for passively watching while society
turns its back on the Church, said Fr. Ayre.
   “I have to encounter this question in my-
self. I have to encounter my own co-respon-
sibility for this catastrophe,” he said. “I have
to recognize where I have not allowed Christ
to take over my life and transform me.”

Fr. Ayre points to Pope Francis’ emphasis
on a Church out in the world, dirty and
bruised, meeting their fellow human beings
on their own turf.

“You’ve got a problem that people aren’t
reflective anymore, so they don’t know how
to ask these questions. They don’t know how
to get in touch with their experience in the
right way,” he said. “Pope Francis is defi-
nitely encouraging us to go there — and so
did Pope Benedict and so did Pope John Paul
II… If it’s not a wake-up call, then until we
start asking, ‘Why is it that people feel like
Christianity doesn’t speak to them anymore?’
things aren’t going to get better.”

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops [CCCB] said the Church in Canada is lean-
ing into Pope Francis’ vision.

“Pope Francis’ call to missionary disciple-
ship through the process of evangelization is
re-energizing the Church,” said a CCCB
spokesperson in an email. “Dioceses and
eparchies in Canada, along with religious or-
ders, movements and associations, are heed-

ing the call to
create opportu-
nities for en-
counters with
Christ beyond
the walls of
church build-
ings.”

The CCCB
wouldn’t say
whether the
new data is good
news or bad.

“More time and study is needed to unpack
the information and understand its implica-
tions,” the bishops’ conference said.

To Mr. Seljak, it is clear: Canada is not a
religious country — not anymore. And nei-
ther is it really Christian.

“Canada is officially a post-Christian soci-
ety,” Mr. Seljak wrote in an email.

Catholics have to face up to a new reality,
said Mr. Seljak.

“This census, more than any other, makes
plain the seismic shift in the Canadian reli-
gious and cultural landscape. We are living in
a new age,” he said. “What does it mean for
a Catholic university or hospital if those who
identify as Catholic continue to decline so
dramatically? For example, why would stu-
dents without any religious identity enrol in a
Catholic school or university? Any Catholic

(continued on page 4)

David Seljak

Despair over declining numbers
shows lack of faith, pope tells religious
The Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Aging or declining mem-
bership should prompt members of religious
orders to ask, "What do we do?" but not to
despair, Pope Francis said.

Numbers are a real challenge, but "those who
get caught up in pessimism put faith aside," the
pope told students and staff of the Claretian In-
stitute of the Theology of Consecrated Life in
Rome and its affiliated programs in the Philip-
pines, India, Colombia and Nigeria.

"It is the Lord of history who sustains us
and invites us to faithfulness and fruitfulness,"
the pope insisted November 7. "He takes care
of his 'remnant,' looks with mercy and be-
nevolence on his work, and continues to send
his Holy Spirit."

Pope Francis was helping the students and
staff celebrate the 50th anniversary of the in-
stitute, which specializes in theology, spiritu-
ality and canon law specifically for and re-

garding religious orders.
"The more we approach religious life through

the Word of God and the history and the creativ-
ity of the founders," the pope said, "the more we
are able to live the future with hope."

The pope, a Jesuit, told the group that "re-
ligious life is understood only by what the
Spirit does in each of the people called. There
are those who focus too much on the exter-
nal — the structures, the activities — and
lose sight of the superabundance of grace that
there is in the people and the communities."

With most religious orders having elderly
members, Pope Francis also used his speech
to the institute to plead with religious com-
munities to make sure that older members are
not sent off to a home where they have no
contact with younger members -- "this is a
crime," he said.

"The young need to spend time with the
elderly, talk with them and the elderly mem-
bers need to be with the young," he said.§
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Ain’t life mysterious — need for faith and hope
We seek certitude. Not knowing, being uncertain, wondering how

it will all turn out is uncomfortable. We want some kind of clear
conclusion to things. This is one reason why we are attracted to
mystery novels or movies or TV series. Uncertainty that is not re-
solved does not sit easily with us. We want to know how it all ends.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus has a conversation about resurrection with
the Sadducees a segment of the Jewish people (Luke 20:27-38). They
did not hold any belief in the resurrection and were unable to think
outside the box with what might be possibilities of life after death.
Whatever view they might have, was quite fixed. Risen life could
only be more of the same, more of the current life.

Seeing risen life as a continuation of our current life has an attrac-
tion for us. We can relate to it. We can recognize it. Such a view
responds to our longing for clarity and certitude. It is a lot easier to
see risen life as an extension of our current existence. But Jesus chal-
lenges this view and certitude with another expression of faith. He
challenges them (and us) to take the risk of seeing God’s promise
differently, a view that is outside the box they are in.

Jesus’ challenge had two aspects. The first is, there is indeed a life
after death: “Now God is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to
God all of them are alive” (Luke 20:38). The second, unsettling for
the Sadducees (and us), is that it is not simply an eternal continuation
of present life. This was tough for the Sadducees. And it is tough for
you and me. It takes us to uncertainty. As much as we accept in faith
that there is life, resurrected life with God, we do not know how this
is to be. This is unsettling.

All of us have experienced grief in the death of a loved one — a
spouse, a parent, a child, a friend. In our grief we look for answers to
our confusion and questions. We so want the certitude that our loved
one continues, that our relationship somehow continues. This is where
faith and hope connect.

In faith we encounter our eternal, loving God. We don’t know
everything about this God, but we do hold something — it is revealed
to us in the person of Jesus. This is what we mean by mystery. Mys-

tery is to know something whose
meaning cannot be exhausted. The
more we know, the more there is to
know. Mystery applies to the God of
our faith. It applies to our relationship
with God. (In some amazing way it seems to apply as well to our
relationships of human love.)

This is where hope enters. Hope allows us to look beyond our
present, even our grieving present, to possibilities which surpass our
control and imagining. The Sadducees would struggle with this, as
we often do. To hope to is recognize that we do not, cannot know it
all. There is mystery in life,... and in death and it demands that we trust
and allow for the unexpected, the surprise.

Life is full of uncertainties, aspects we do not and cannot know, so
too with death and risen life. At the same time, it is full of possibilities.
This is the life-giving role of mystery — inexhaustible possibility. Risen
life, revealed in Jesus assures us that “God is God not of the dead, but
of the living; for to God all are alive.” We do not know how, but faith
reveals this in Jesus own resurrection and it engenders in us the pos-
sibility of hope.

In some way, what Luke presents as God’s words to Mary at a time of
possibility in her life are God’s words to us, especially in times of grief:
“Nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). May we hold to this
trusting faith and healing hope in our moments of pain and loss.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
leader who thinks they can ignore the new religious landscape in
Canada is living in a dreamland, a dreamland that will — should cur-
rent trends continue — turn into a nightmare.”

Statistics Canada reports that 25 per cent of Catholics attend mass
at least once a month. Beliefs and spirituality are somewhat or very
important to 62 per cent of Catholics with 38 per cent claiming they
are either not very important or not important at all. A full 31 per cent
of Catholics claim they never participate in either group or individual
spiritual practices.

Regionally, Quebec has led the exodus from the Church. Where in
1957, 88 per cent of Quebec Catholics reported attending religious
services on a weekly basis, this declined to 38 per cent by 1980. In
the last 10 years the proportion of Quebeckers telling census-takers
they are Catholic has fallen from 74.7 per cent to 53.8 per cent.

“The ungluing of Catholicism from French Quebec national iden-
tity has surprised even those sociologists who first predicted this
trend,” said Mr. Seljak. “Today, a little more than one in four
Quebeckers declare themselves to be without religion.”

The most spiritual people in Canada have become ever more de-
tached from religious institutions. Nearly half of Indigenous Canadi-
ans (47 per cent) claim no religious affiliation. At the same time, 83

per cent of Indigenous say their spiritual beliefs are somewhat or very
important to them.

“Much of this movement away from Christianity is certainly the
fallout of various scandals involving the churches and residential
schools,” Mr. Seljak said.

Filipino immigration continues to bolster Catholic numbers. There
are now 957,000 people of Filipino origin living in Canada, or 2.6 per
cent of the population. Seven in 10 Filipino-Canadians (72.4 per cent)
report that they are Catholic.

More than half (51.9 per cent) of Latin American immigrants are
Catholic, with another 13.6 per cent telling Statistics Canada they are
Christian without specifying allegiance to a particular church.

Immigration has made Canada more religiously diverse. Islam is
now the religion of 1.8 million Canadians, or 4.9 per cent of the
population compared to just two per cent in 2001. One in 50 Canadi-
ans (2.3 per cent, compared to just one per cent in 2001) are now
Hindu. Sikhs have gone from less than one per cent in 2001 to more
than two per cent in 2021.

Canada’s Jewish population has remained steady, coming in at
335,000 in 2021, compared to 300,000 in 2001. As a percentage of
Canada’s growing population they’ve slipped from 1.1 per cent to 0.9
per cent over the last 20 years.§

'Seismic' shift hits religious landscape
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Can anything good come
from Okarche, Oklahoma?

It is not enough merely to have saints; we need saints for our
times! An insightful comment from Simone Weil. The saints of
old have much to offer; but we look at their goodness, faith, and
selflessness and find it easier to admire them than to imitate them.
Their lives and their circumstances seem so removed from our
own that we easily distance ourselves from them.

So, I would like to propose a saint for our times, Stanley Rother
(1935-1981), an Oklahoma farm boy who became a missionary
with the poor in Atitlan, Guatemala, and eventually died a martyr.
His life and his struggles (save perhaps for his extraordinary cour-
age at the end) are something to which we can easily relate.

Who is Stanley Rother? He was a priest from Oklahoma who
was shot to death in Guatemala in 1981. He has been beatified as
a martyr and is soon to become the first male born in the United
States to be canonized. Here, in brief, is his story.

Stanley Rother was born to a farming family in Okarche, Okla-
homa, the oldest of four children. He grew up helping work the
family farm and for the rest of his life and ministry he remained
forever the farmer more than the scholar. Growing up and work-
ing with his family, he was more at home tilling the soil, fixing
engines, and digging wells than he was reading Aristotle and Tho-
mas Aquinas. This would serve him well in his work with the poor
as a missionary, though it served him less well when he first set
out to study for the priesthood.

His initial years in the seminary were a struggle. Trying to study
philosophy (in Latin) as a preparation for his theological studies
proved a bit too much for him. After a couple of years, the semi-
nary staff advised him to leave, telling him that he lacked the aca-
demic abilities to study for the priesthood. Returning to the farm,
he sought the advice of his bishop and was eventually sent to
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Maryland. While he didn’t exactly
thrive there academically, he thrived there in other ways, ways
that impressed the seminary staff enough that they recommended
him for ordination.

Back in his own diocese, he spent the first years of his priest-
hood mostly doing manual work, redoing an abandoned property
that the diocese had inherited and turning it into a functioning
renewal centre. Then, in 1978, he was invited to join a diocesan

mission team that had begun a mission
in Guatemala. Everything in his back-
ground and personality now served to
make him ideal for this type of work
and, ironically, he, who once struggled to learn Latin, was now
able to learn the difficult language of the people he worked with
(Tz’utujil) and become one of the people who helped develop its
written alphabet, vocabulary, and grammar. He ministered to the
people sacramentally, but he also reached out to them personally,
helping them farm, finding resources to help them, and occasion-
ally giving them money out of his own pocket. Eventually he be-
came their trusted friend and leader.

However, not everything was that idyllic. The political situation
in the country was radically deteriorating, violence was every-
where, and anyone perceived to be in opposition to the govern-
ment faced the possibility of intimidation, disappearance, torture,
and death. Stanley tried to remain apolitical, but simply working
with the poor was seen as being political. As well, at a point, a
number of his own catechists were tortured and killed and, not
surprisingly, he found himself on a death list and was hustled out
of the country for his own safety. For three months, back with
his family in Oklahoma, he agonized about whether to return to
Guatemala, knowing that it meant almost certain death. The deci-
sion was especially difficult because, while clearly he felt called to
return to Guatemala, he worried about what his death there would
mean to his elderly parents.

He made the decision to return to Guatemala, fired by Jesus’
saying that the shepherd doesn’t run when the sheep are in danger.
Four months later, he was shot to death in the missionary com-
pound within which he lived, fighting to the end with his attackers
not to be taken alive and made “to disappear”. Instantly, he was
recognized as a martyr and when his body was flown back to
Oklahoma for burial, the community in Atitlan kept his heart and
turned the room in which he was martyred into a chapel.

A number of books have been written about him and I highly
recommend two of them. For a substantial biographical account,
read Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, The Shepherd Who Didn’t Run. For
a hagiographical  tribute to him read Henri Nouwen, Love in a
Fearful Land.

We have patron saints for every cause and occasion. For whom
or for what might Stanley Rother be considered a patron saint?
For all of us ordinary people of whom circumstance at times asks
for an exceptional courage.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com
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Late Companions of the Cross founder getting documentary treatment
By QUITNON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Father Robert “Bob” Bedard
(1929-2011), a beloved advocate of the
Canadian and global Catholic communities,
is the subject of an upcoming documen-
tary-drama from award-winning Catholic
filmmaker Kevin Dunn.

Permission: Fr. Bob Bedard’s Vision for
the Church will chart Fr. Bedard’s life story
from his modest beginnings growing up an
only child in Ottawa leading to his legacy
as a man who inspired Catholics worldwide
to embrace the power of the Holy Spirit.

The film devotes plenty of attention to
Fr. Bedard’s founding of the Companions
of the Cross [CC], a society of Roman
Catholic priests bound by a shared mission
to foster the renewal of the Church through
evangelization. It’s widely considered his
most important act of service to growing
the Church.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John was ordained to the
priesthood in Ottawa for the Companions
of the Cross on October 12, 1996. He was
the first member to be called to the episco-
pacy.

Mr. Dunn had previous experience docu-
menting the legacy and ongoing work of
the Companions throughout North America,
which allowed him to hear plenty of sto-
ries about Bedard.

“I got to know this incredible champion
not only of the Canadian Church but of the
Universal Church as a whole,” said Mr. Dunn,
a three-time Gemini Award recipient. “I also
learned there is a movement to open the cause
of his canonization. The documentary delves
deeper into his story. As a filmmaker, I love
stories, I love Canadian stories, and I love
stories about faith and hope. I think that Fr.
Bob is one of those characters that need to be
celebrated.”

Interviews have already been completed
with several figures who enjoyed a close
relationship with Fr. Bedard. There is
Bishop Scott McCaig of the Military Ordi-
nate of Canada, who was general superior
of the Companions of the Cross from 2006-
16, and delivered the homily at Bedard’s
funeral on Oct. 12, 2011. Another is with
Saint John Bishop Christian Riesbeck, the
first of the order’s priests appointed to the
episcopacy when Pope Francis named him
as the auxiliary bishop for the Ottawa-Corn-
wall archdiocese.

“He was preaching New Evangelization
before the word even became popular,” said
Bishop McCaig of Fr. Bedard in the trailer.

Multiple interviewees praise Fr. Bedard
for inspiring many conversions to the Catho-
lic faith throughout his life. And Father Mark
Goring, pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Ot-
tawa, shared an anecdote about a woman
miraculously healed from her health ail-
ments upon touching Fr. Bedard’s cloak.

One of Fr. Bedard’s frequent sayings was,
“The Church is like a sleeping giant.” The
documentary strives to show how he
worked to awaken that sleeping giant.

“He had that gift of the Holy Spirit to
enliven the faith when the Church really
needed it,” said Mr. Dunn. “And I see to-

day that we need that again. We need that
gift of faith. We are facing really difficult
times inside and outside of the Church. We
need heroes and inspirational people like Fr.
Bob to give us hope.”

The intent of Permission is for the the-
matic message to transcend beyond solely
chronicling one man’s life. Mr. Dunn would
like the film to encourage all viewers —
particularly the younger generations — to
feel they have permission to live their lives
each day for God.

“Lord, I give you permission to do what-
ever you want in my life,” Fr. Bedard once

OTTAWA — Kevin Dunn (left) interviews Bishop Scott McCaig of the Military
Ordinariate of Canada for his film Permission: Fr. Bob Bedard’s Vision for the Church.
(Photo courtesy Kevin Dunn)

said. “Whatever you ask me to do, Lord —
I will do it.”

A praise and worship soundtrack is be-
ing developed to accompany the
docudrama. One of the compositions, Per-
mission, has already been unveiled. Mr.
Dunn’s daughter Kathleen and son-in-law
Jesse will perform all the songs.

Mr. Dunn and his team hope to film some
dramatic re-enactments of key moments
from Fr. Bedard’s life to maximize the film’s
thematic impact. One such snapshot would
be the experience that led him to embrace
the charismatic movement.

“I would like to film the moment of his
deepening of faith when he was baptized in
the Holy Spirit. It wasn’t as strange as he

thought it would be. At first, he was a bit
skeptical of the charismatics, but he real-
ized we are all called to be charismatic. We
are all called to use the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Once he let the Holy Spirit in, he
experienced Pentecost within himself.”

A grassroots crowdfunding campaign is
underway to help finance these re-
enactments. Mr. Dunn hopes to raise
$150,000-$200,000 to cover future film-
ing costs.

For more information, see
permissionthefilm.com.§
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On November 6,
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John joined nearly 30 young people
from the Miramichi Region at the Middle Is-
land Irish Historic Park in Miramichi for an
afternoon of music, food, reflection, and fel-
lowship.

The event was entitled GROW — God
Rewards Our Work — and was the product
of several months of meetings by catechists,

community members, and youth, chaired by
Patricia Lee, director of Catechesis for the
diocese. The meetings were inspired by a
desire to engage youth in the church, and of-
fer them a place of their own, to continue
journeying together, after having been con-
firmed.  

Stanley Daley, of James M. Hill Memorial
High School, Miramichi, was the master of
ceremonies for the event, and also participated
on the planning committee. While he was
quick to deflect any praise by saying that he
was inexperienced, he handled proceedings
very well. He spoke about his time in youth
group previously, and well as in Youth Alpha.  

Dennis Hache provided the music for the
event, which was a strong accompaniment
to the prayer and reflection of the day. His
first selection was Mighty to Save, a 2006
song written by Ben Fielding and Reuben

Morgan.
Cheryl Harris offered a welcome and

thanks to all who made the day possible, and
stating that the vision for the organizing com-
mittee was to establish a faith-based youth
group in the Miramichi Region. In this, they
hoped to gain the support of the youth them-
selves, through feedback, suggestions for
future activities, and participation on the com-
mittee itself.  

Bishop Riesbeck spoke on the subject of
God’s plan for each person. He drew from
his own experiences as a young person grow-

ing up in Ottawa, to illustrate that faith was
not always a priority in his life — God seemed
somewhat distant from him, and therefore
could not be a sustained presence in his life.

His image of God was huge, impersonal,
and even cast the divine as a judgemental
force. Even so, his parents continued to make
faith, and life in the church, a priority during
his high school days.

During his first year in university, he had a
powerful experience while attending a youth
retreat filling in for sister who was ill. Though
each person has inklings about the future, the
bishop encouraged all to have faith in a larger,
divine blueprint. “Though we each may feel
estranged from God at times,” he noted, “hu-
manity as a whole has felt much the same
way, but that same divine plan offered to Je-
sus is a way to mend the divide between God
and humankind. In the midst of struggle, God

Catholic youth gather at Miramichi historic site for fellowship
continues to sustain us, and therefore we give
thanks for his unfolding plan for each per-
son.”

The bishop’s words were further reinforced
by those of Jillian Haris and Mr. Daley, who,
as youth leaders in the planning of the event,
then offered their own testimonies about what
faith meant to them.  

Ms. Harris spoke about her time as a Cat-
echism student, and though she enjoyed her
time as part of the All Saints Church commu-
nity in Millbank, there was much in her young
life that was competing for her attention. With
faith not always top of mind, and experienc-
ing success as part of the Women’s Basket-
ball Team at Mount Allison University, Wolfville
in later years, she said that she greatly ben-
efited from the support of her family and the
priests in her faith community, who always
expressed gratitude when she was able to at-
tend mass, and never tried to leverage feel-
ings guilt over her absence. 

She was especially indebted to Father
Godwin Kalu SMMM of St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish, for his continuing
support. Though not always able to receive
the Eucharist in the course of her university
career, she did say that prayer was a consist-
ent part of her daily life — offering prayers
of thanks, and using prayer as a means of
gaining serenity in times of struggle.

She also credited the prayers of her mother
and grandmother, and the personal experiences
they shared with her, in the maintenance of
her faith life. Today, living and working on
the Miramichi, she is continuing her journey
of connection. She encouraged all those
present to keep talking to God in their daily
lives, and asking for direction.  

Mr. Daley echoed some of these sentiments,
saying that, in younger days, he was not en-
gaged with his faith and that he felt that it
would remain that way for the rest of his
life. The death of his grandmother, a very
faithful woman, prompted him to attend mass
in a more purposeful way, and the experience
was very moving for him and allowed him to
realize God’s presence and role in his life.

In parting, he offered his fellow young
adults the advice that, even if faith feels like
an unresponsive part of their lives, it is very
much worth exploring more energetically. 
Moreover, if such an exploration seems daunt-
ing or confusing, to ask God to be shown the
way to encounter him in their lives. 

Mr. Hache returned, and spoke about the
courage it took for “Jillian and Stanley to speak

(continued on page 8)

MIRAMICHI — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (left) speaks to youth of the Miramichi
Region of the diocese November 6. The afternoon of GROW [God Rewards Our Work]
was one of reflection, fellowship, music and food . (Shawn McCarthy photo)
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(continued from page 7)
about their lives, and also about how difficult
it can be to surrender to a will greater than our
own, and yet how necessary that trust is.” 

With this in mind, he sang the 2016 song
Trust in You, written by Lauren Ashley Daigle
and Michael Farren. The song was the most-
played song of 2016 on US Christian radio,
and the second-biggest Christian song of
2016 overall in the US.

There followed a meal, served by mem-
bers of the Knights of Columbus Fr.
Broderick Council (#1219). Grace was
prayed by Father Antonio Reyes.  

After the meal, Bishop Riesbeck spoke on
the theme of prayer, and the sharing of gifts
and talents. Connecting to his first topic, he
noted that prayer, and reflection on Scripture,
“was a helpful way of understanding our place
in the divine plan.” He offered his own pre-
ferred methods of prayer — encountering
Creation through physical activity in nature,
meditation to attune with the Holy Spirit, and
the need to, at times, simply be with the Lord
and in his presence. He offered an acronym
[PRAY] to inform and direct the practice of
prayer:

Praise and thanksgiving: the importance of
an attitude of gratitude

Repent: understanding how we sin, exam-
ining our conscience, and seeking help to do
better

Ask: offering intercession for those who
need our prayers, and petitioning for our own
needs 

Yield: the surrender to the Will of God, seek-
ing Divine wisdom, the need to give God a
place to speak 

The bishop encouraged all to speak to oth-

ers for their direction on prayer life, and re-
minded everyone that the mass was the high-
est form of prayer. “Through gifts and tal-
ents, we are called to build up the Kingdom
of God, and the Bishop pointed out that this
burgeoning youth group offered an opportu-
nity to serve the faith community through the
charisms of its members, in addition to hav-
ing a good deal of enjoyment together.  

Discussions in small groups followed, led
by members of the organizing committee, on
the questions of what ways of prayer bring
each participant peace and joy, what are a
few things that can be done in the next few
months to more intentionally live for the Lord
and serve him; and who are caring and com-
passionate people who can act as guides in
times of anxiety.  

 A closing prayer was offered by Ken
Walker, which offered thanks for the prayer
and presence of the priests, invoked the par-
allels between the message of the Old Testa-
ment prophets and those of Jesus in his min-
istry, spoke of youth as the future of the
Church, and expressed hope that the young
people present at the event might learn to see
themselves as brothers and sisters.

Mr. Hache closed the event with a song of
his own, inspired by an experience he had
while reflecting at the Cistercian-Trappist
Monastery Of Our Lady Of Calvary in
Rogersville. The yearning of that encounter
with God was captured in his words, as he
delivered a mixture of song and story to end
the event amidst spirited applause.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

As Remembrance Day approaches, the peo-
ple of the Miramichi often call to mind the
local men of faith who provided spiritual con-
solation to soldiers overseas, in the course of
the global conflicts of the twentieth century.  

Most often, these recollections centre
around Monsignor (Major) Raymond Myles
Hickey, who was ordained at St. Michael’s
Basilica in 1933, became a member of faculty
at St. Thomas University in 1937, and was
chaplain to the North Shore (NB) Regiment
in the course of the Second World War.

His book, The Scarlet Dawn, speaks about
his experiences through the horrific fighting

in France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and into
Germany.

After the war, he served at St. Mary’s
Church in the former town of Newcastle, until
1963. He would pass away in September
1987, after attending the unveiling of a monu-
ment to the fallen men of the North Shore
Regiment at Carpiquet in Northern France.

 Most recently, the Church Hall at St. Mary’s
church in Miramichi, part of St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish, was renamed in honour
of Msgr. Hickey.

An earlier wartime chaplain, who is not as
often discussed, but who was no less deeply
effected by the trials of war, was Monsignor
Benedict Joseph Murdoch of Chatham, who
was chaplain to the 132nd North Shore Bat-

talion, a unit in the Canadian Expeditionary
Force during the First World War. Enlisting
in 1915, he sailed for England the following
year.

Ministering to soldiers with the aid of a
portable altar, which measured one and a half
feet long, one foot high, and nine inches wide,
and was fitted with straps to be carried as a
satchel, he had served in France, Germany,
and Belgium.

On August 8, 1918, the first day of the
Battle of Amiens, the start of the Allied offen-
sive which ultimately led to the end of the
First World War, Fr. Murdoch ministered to
the wounded and the dying. That day, he heard
confessions, offered Holy Communion, and
anointed those who would not recover from
their wounds.

Many of those he met that day were sol-
diers from Germany, and though Fr. Murdoch
spoke very little of their language, he noted
how beautiful it was to see their gratitude in
receiving the Lord in the Eucharist before
breathing their last.  

Msgr. Murdoch wrote about his experiences
later, in his first of twelve books, entitled The
Red Vineyard in 1923. The book was very

(continued on page 9)

A tale of two Miramichi chaplain priests
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In Bahrain, pope sees joy of Catholic minority, deepens ties with Muslims
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

AWALI, Bahrain — Travelling as a "sower
of peace" to the Kingdom of Bahrain, Pope
Francis further strengthened ties with the Mus-
lim world and witnessed the joy and vitality
of its minority and predominately expatriate
Christian population.

His message promoting the peaceful coex-
istence of different cultures and ethnicities also
included the wider Persian Gulf region, which is
also increasingly more diverse due to growing
communities of migrant workers, who consti-
tute a significant percentage of the population.

The 85-year-old pope's visit to Bahrain
November 3-6 was his 39th international trip
in nearly 10 years as pope and his 13th trip to
a Muslim-majority nation, reflecting his deep
commitment to interreligious dialogue and the
need to work together to face today's global
challenges and moral crises.

The pope's first stop in Awali November 3
was Sakhir Palace, home of King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa and the royal family.

Meeting with authorities, members of the
diplomatic corps and local representatives at
the palace, the pope said, "The numerous na-
tional, ethnic and religious groups that coex-
ist in Bahrain testify that we can and must
live together in our world."

He commended the kingdom's efforts to
promote mutual respect, tolerance and reli-
gious freedom. However, he said more should
be done to: offer equal opportunities to all
groups and individuals; counter discrimina-
tion; protect immigrant workers; guarantee
human rights; and abolish the death penalty.

The following day was the busiest for the pope,

whose chronic knee pain had worsened, keep-
ing him in a wheelchair when he needed to move
around and seeing him stand only briefly with a
cane for support.

Pope Francis helped close the Bahrain Fo-
rum for Dialogue: East and West for Human
Coexistence, an event sponsored by the king,
November 4 in Al-Fida' Square at the palace.

Riding in a compact white Fiat with Vatican
City plates, the pope was accompanied through
the lush green oasis of the palace's walled com-
pound by royal guards on horseback. The pope
was then invited to pour water from a metal
pitcher onto the base of a large palm tree.

He told representatives of different religions
and international leaders that "it is our duty to
encourage and assist our human family," es-
pecially those who are neglected by the pow-
erful: the poor, the unborn, the elderly, the
infirm and migrants.

God wants his children to be "one family,
not islands, but one great archipelago," like
Bahrain, the pope said. The world can "only
advance by rowing together; if we sail alone,
we go adrift."

Later in the day in the courtyard of the pal-
ace's mosque, the pope addressed Sheikh Ahmad
el-Tayeb, grand imam of Egypt's Al-Azhar
mosque and university, and top representatives
of the Muslim Council of Elders, an international
group of Islamic scholars and experts.

He encouraged those working to avoid di-
visions and conflicts in Muslim communities,
to promote mutual respect, tolerance and
moderation, and to dispel "erroneous inter-
pretations that, through violence, misconstrue,
exploit and do a disservice to religious belief."

"The God of peace never brings about war,
never incites hatred, never supports violence,"

(continued from page 8)
popular, and went through nine editions in the
priest’s lifetime.  

After the war ended, Msgr. Murdoch served
as a pastor at Jacquet River, and then in
Douglastown where he remained until 1930.

The cares of the past however became an
ever-present concern, and he developed what
was referred to at the time as “shell shock.”
Today, we understand this as combat stress
reaction, something that can be a precursor
to post-traumatic stress disorder. Luckily for
Msgr. Murdoch, his doctor advised him to
seek solace in a less public life, by retiring
from pastoral duties.

He entered a semi-seclusion in Bartibogue,
where he wrote many of his books — all in

he said. Peace is built with "encounter, pa-
tient negotiations and dialogue," and it is based
on justice.

Prayer and fraternity "are our weapons,"
Pope Francis said, again condemning the
world's arms trade, calling it "the 'commerce
of death' that, through ever-increasing out-
lays, is turning our common home into one
great arsenal."

"Unity in diversity and witness of life" was
the central theme of the pope's talk at Our
Lady of Arabia Cathedral, the largest cathe-
dral in the Persian Gulf region, for an ecu-
menical meeting and a prayer for peace. Many
local Christians and Catholics were in attend-
ance as well as King Al Khalifa, Orthodox
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Con-
stantinople and other dignitaries.

The new cathedral serves the Apostolic Vi-
cariate of Northern Arabia, which includes
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and, formally, Saudi
Arabia, and was built in response to the Gulf
region's increasing Catholic population, now
estimated at 2.5 million.

The pope travelled November 5 to Bahrain
National Stadium to celebrate Mass for the
more than 20,000 foreign residents working
in Bahrain and thousands more from
neighboring countries, all together represent-
ing more than 100 different nationalities.

"This very land is a living image of coexist-
ence in diversity, and indeed an image of our
world," the pope said in his homily.

He encouraged the faithful to live as "children
of the Father and build a world of brothers and
sisters." They must "learn how to love every-
one, even our enemies," and find the courage to
take the risk of overcoming evil with good.

That evening he went to Sacred Heart
School, whose 1,215 students represent 29 dif-
ferent nationalities, cultures, languages and reli-
gious backgrounds. A choir treated the pope to
Christian songs and another group of boys and
girls showcased a traditional Bahraini dance.

The pope praised their enthusiasm and open-
ness, saying, "As I look out at you, who are not
all of the same religion and are not afraid of be-
ing together, I think that without you this coex-
istence of differences would not be possible."

On his last day November 6 in the king-
dom, the pope prayed and spoke with bish-
ops, priests, religious, seminarians and pas-
toral workers from the Persian Gulf region at
Sacred Heart Church in Manama.

Again, he pressed the need for Catholics in
the region to be guardians and builders of unity,
reaching out to dialogue with others and liv-
ing as brothers and sisters.§

longhand, as he did not own a typewriter —
and received small stipends for saying masses.
Msgr, Murdoch was said to have often min-
istered to the lumbermen and woods work-
ers of the region in these years.  

Msgr. Murdoch, who was made an
honourary prelate by Pope Paul VI in 1971,
in advance of the 60th anniversary of his
ordination, continued to write for the rest of
his life.  He died at age eighty-six, at the
Mount St. Joseph Nursing Home, Miramichi,
on the day his final book Facing Into the Wind,
arrived from the printer.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

A tale of two Miramichi chaplains
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As COP27 begins, religious leaders, civil groups have a wish list
By DOREEN AJIAMBO
Catholic News Service

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt — As the latest U.N. climate change
summit began, some faith and civil organizations had a long wish list
of what they hoped it would achieve.

Tangible action plans to rapidly reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
transform energy systems to renewable sources, embrace agro-ecol-
ogy, and provide funding to developing countries for both climate
adaptation and "loss and damage," which refers to unavoidable or
already occurring climate impacts, top their lists for delegates at COP27
— shorthand for the 27th Conference of the Parties of the U.N. Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change. The conference was meeting
November 6–18.

Ari Shaw-Obasogie, a senior policy and legislative specialist with

the U.S. bishops' Catholic Relief Services [CRS], said the church has
a critical role to play during the summit: to ensure participants hear the
voices of the people they serve who are directly affected by climate
change and that the perspectives of those affected are included in
major decision-making.

"The role of the Catholic Relief Services at COP27 is to bring the
local perspective into the convening," she told EarthBeat, the environ-
mental publication of National Catholic Reporter. "The church should
be the lead, and we have a role model, Pope Francis, who is at the
forefront in addressing this."

Ms. Shaw-Obasogie noted that the world's wealthiest individuals,
mainly in the Global North, are primarily responsible for global green-
house gas emissions that are heating the planet, while people most
affected by the emissions are those living in the Global South. The
World Inequality Database reported last December that the richest
10% of the population produces roughly half of global emissions.

She said CRS and others will be pushing these wealthy nations and
individuals during the summit to compensate people for the losses and
damage that climate change has already exacerbated.

Madagascar, for example, was hit with five severe weather events
— cyclones and tropical storms — from January to March this year.
Those storms devastated communities, Ms. Shaw-Obasogie said.
People in Africa feel they need to be compensated, since some of
these weather-related disasters are caused by activities happening in
other countries and by foreign-owned companies.

Father Paul Igweta of the Association of Member Episcopal Con-
ferences in Eastern Africa, or AMECEA, said religious leaders expect
serious commitments and willingness from governments at COP27
to tackle climate change. One demand they will raise is implementa-
tion of the Green Climate Fund to support the climate mitigation and

adaptation efforts of developing countries. So far, developed nations
have fallen short of their pledges to provide the fund $100 billion
annually beginning in 2020.

Fr. Igweta told EarthBeat that all previous agreements on climate
change must be fully implemented. He said governments worldwide
have pledged to slow global warming through the Kyoto Protocol and
the Paris Agreement but have failed to work together for the better-
ment of their people.

GreenFaith, an interfaith environmental coalition, called for accel-
erated financial commitments toward universal access to renewable
energy and an immediate end to new fossil fuel projects in Africa.

In a statement October 27, GreenFaith called on African govern-
ments to reject overtures from extractive industries for new coal, oil
and gas projects. It also voiced support for The Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty, an initiative endorsed by 70 cities, including
Kolkata, Los Angeles and London; 101 Nobel laureates; 3,000 scien-
tists; 1,750 civil society organizations; and 500 legislators from Af-
rica, Asia, Europe and the Americas. The initiative calls for an imme-
diate end to new fossil fuel projects, an equitable phaseout of existing
coal, oil and gas production and a generous commitment to a just
transition for climate-impacted countries, communities and workers.

"Fossil fuel projects displace countless poor families, pollute our air
and water, and destroy our biodiversity and social fabric, while en-
trenching corruption and enriching local and Northern elites," said
Meryne Warah, GreenFaith's global organizing co-director. "None of
this reflects our religious values."

"As we go to COP27, we are calling for climate justice. We are
calling on those responsible for climate injustice to pay for the harm
they have caused. This is a matter of life and death," added Tinashe
Gumbo, a Zimbabwean who is the program executive of the Ecologi-
cal and Economic Justice unit of the All Africa Conference of Churches.

The Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa, an organization work-
ing to promote food sovereignty and agro-ecology in Africa, also
appealed to COP27 to prioritize agro-ecology, which the U.N. Food
and Agriculture Organization describes as the "science of applying
ecological concepts and principles to manage interactions between
plants, animals, humans and the environment for food security and
nutrition."

Million Belay, Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa's general co-
ordinator, said: "Ignoring agro-ecology is ignoring Africa's farmers
and sidelining the planet's most vulnerable people, who are being hit
first and worst by the climate crisis. Africa could feed itself many
times over. But agro-ecology cannot and must not be overlooked by
decision-makers as the most effective means to build resilience and
enable small-scale farmers, pastoralists and fishers to adapt to climate
change."

Meanwhile, some African faith and civil society groups believe the
summit can address climate justice if the diplomats and negotiators at
COP27 recognize and prioritize African climate concerns.

"I think that this time round, things will be different, because coun-
tries in Africa are united to raise their voices on climate change," said
Fr. Igweta, who is attending the summit. "Africa is among the conti-
nents most affected by climate change, and since the COP27 is com-
ing to our continent, we will make sure things affecting us are ad-
dressed."

Ms. Ajiambo is the Africa/Middle East correspondent for Global
Sisters Report based in Kenya.§

(CNS image
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Obituaries

FITZGERALD, Father BILL —
Father Bill Fitzgerald entered eter-
nal life on November 01, 2022 at
the age of 84 at Toronto Western
Hospital. Born on August 26, 1938
in the Port City of Saint John, to
Edmund Alphonsus and Helen
Margaret Fitzgerald (nee
Corkery). Fr. Bill is survived by
his brother Paul (Carole). His twin
brother, Richard Joseph (Peggy),
died in February, 2019. Fr. Bill is
also mourned by his niece, great

niece, his nephews, great nephews and cousins.
Fr. Bill professed first vows as a Redemptorist on August 22,

1958 and was ordained a Priest on August 29, 1964 at his home
parish of St. Peter’s, in Saint John. After seminary studies, Fr.
Bill was a hospital chaplain in Toronto for a few months before
returning to St. Mary’s College. During those years, he was
director of students, a professor of history and math, and coach
of all the sports teams. When St. Mary’s closed, Fr. Bill began
parish appointments at Holy Redeemer Parish in Charlottetown,
PEI in 1968. For the next 35 plus years, he served as pastor

Father Bill Fitzgerald

and superior at four parishes; in Windsor (St. Alphonsus), Saint
John (St. Peter’s), Sudbury (Holy Redeemer) and Toronto (St.
Patrick’s). During his parish appointments, Fr. Bill made an
impact — from restoring the 120 year old art housed in St.
Alphonsus Church in Windsor, ON to overseeing the construc-
tion of a new church and the renovation of the rectory at Holy
Redeemer in Sudbury.

Fr. Bill continued to offer pastoral assistance throughout his
retirement years. Known as an articulate and thoughtful homilist,
he always managed to intermingle humour with the ever-im-
portant personal connection. In 2014, Fr. Bill celebrated his
50th Anniversary of Ordination at an outdoor mass on the
grounds of his home parish in Saint John. For his family, friends
and all who knew him, it was no accident that Fr. Bill died on
All Saints Day.

Arrangements were under the care of Rosar-Morrison Fu-
neral Home, Toronto. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
at St. Patrick’s Church, Toronto. Interment at Mt. Hope Cem-
etery, Toronto.

ARSENEAU, GLORIS JOSEPH — With heavy hearts the fam-
ily announces the passing of Gloris J. Arseneau, husband of
Irene (nee Bourque) Arseneau, which occurred on Saturday,
October 29, 2022, at Shannex Tucker Hall. Born in Rogersville
on November 24, 1931, he was the son of Pierre Arseneau and
Roseline (Gallant) Arseneau.

Gloris is predeceased by son Andrew, who passed away in
April 2022; his parents; six brothers Marcel, Jerome, Augustin,
Gerard, Camille, and Joseph; and two sisters Therese Arseneau
and Madeleine Fontaine.

Besides his wife Irene of 62 years, he will be missed by son
Daniel (Marilyn Wood); daughters Bernice Lanigan (Andrew),
Rosa Kelly (Sean); grandchildren Dylan Kelly, Julia Kelly-Bour-
geois (Konnor), Matthew Comeau (Nicole); great granddaugh-
ter Emily; step-grandsons Ryan Lanigan (Stephanie) and Josh
Lanigan (Hannah) and their families; brother Leo (Della) of
Gardner MA; sister Jeannine Poirier of Rogersville; sisters-in-
law Therese and Jeanna; as well as several nephews and nieces
and cousins.

He rested at Castle Fallsview Funeral Home, Saint John. A
Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of the Assump-
tion Catholic Church, Saint John. Interment followed at Holy
Cross Cemetery, Saint John.§

  Saint John Christmas Exchange
The Saint John Christmas Exchange

is a non-profit agency, coordinating with
churches/agencies in the Saint John area.
Our goal is to provide food for Christ-
mas dinner to those in need.

Our office opens Monday, Novem-
ber14, 2022 and the last day for regis-
tration is Wednesday, December 9,
2022 .We are asking individu-
als/ families, to register early.
Please contact the church to see
when their registrations start.
You can register for Christmas
Exchange  at only one place.
Duplication of registrations will
result in delays.

Churches require current
Government  ID , for each household member. The Ex-
change checks all those registered for duplication.

The church/ agency where you register provides for you,
and will advise when you can pick up your Gift Card or
Basket. The Christmas Exchange Organization does  not
give  Gift Cards to individuals.

The Christmas Exchange does not take registrations.

Beth Roy
president, Saint John Community Christmas Exchange



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.  November 11, 2022Page 12

SAINT JOHN – (Photo left) Sisters Muriel Buckley (left) and
Roma De Robertis (right) visited Wayne Long (centre), MP
for Saint John-Rothesay November 7. The Sisters delivered
a petition from Development and Peace-Caritas Canada (D&P)
signed by Sisters of Charity and staff. It calls for federal
legislation ensuring companies based in Canada and
operating abroad safeguard human rights and the
environment. The legislation would result in meaningful
consequences for companies failing to uphold such
safeguards. It would also establish a legal right for people
who have been harmed to seek justice in Canadian courts.
Mr. Long agreed to table the petition in the House of
Commons. He also signed a D&P pledge (in photo) supporting
legislation to end corporate human rights abuse and
environmental damage abroad. (David Hickey photo)

‘Chauvinism kills human progress; fight for equal rights must go on’
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT FROM BAHRAIN — A society
that does not give women the same rights and opportunities as men
will become impoverished, Pope Francis said at the end of a four-day
visit to Bahrain.

"Women are a gift," he said. After God made man, he didn't create
"a lapdog for him to play with. No, he created two who are equal, a
man and a woman."

"All the rights of women stem from this equality," he said, and a
society that is not able to make room for women "does not move
forward."

The pope was speaking November 6 to reporters in response to
their questions after visiting the Muslim-majority nation of Bahrain in
the Persian Gulf.

The aim of the trip, he said, was to experience moments of en-
counter and dialogue, with Muslims, Christians and Catholics. The
majority of all residents are foreigners from many different countries,
cultures and religions.

As a result of these moments of encounter and talks, he said, he
learned something new, that this small nation boasts "a culture open
to everyone" with "room for everyone," including women, who, for
example, all have the right to work.

The pope was then asked about the protests in Iran, which were
sparked by young women and men fighting for more freedoms and
reforms in the Shiite-led country, and whether he supported their
efforts of demanding fundamental human rights.

He said, "The fight for rights for women is an ongoing battle be-
cause, in some places, women have achieved rights equal to men"
and, elsewhere, they lag behind.

It was also not that long ago, he added, that women had to fight for
the right to vote in his home country of Argentina, and women in the
United States also had to battle for their right to vote.

"But why, I ask, do women have to fight like this to keep her
rights?" he said.

Another violation that must be stopped, he said, is female genital
mutilation. "How is it that in the world today we cannot stop" this
practice? "It is a crime, a criminal act."

The pope asked, "Are women objects to use and throwaway? This
is terrible, right? Or are they a protected species?"

Instead it is a question of equality, which still has not been univer-

sally achieved, he said. Unfortunately, in some places, women are still
considered and treated as "second-class" citizens or worse, and "we
have to keep fighting this."

Women are not inferior, "they are complementary," he said, and this
also means women should be bringing their own unique gifts and
talent and must not try to be like men.

"A society that erases women from public life is a society that
becomes impoverished," he said.

"Equal rights, yes, also equal opportunities, equality in moving for-
ward," he said.

There is still a long way to go, he said, because there is so much
chauvinism, which "kills humanity."

The pope was asked whether the church was considering a change
in the way it handles known perpetrators of abuse and those found
guilty of its cover-up, specifically by making public those who have
been sanctioned by the church when found guilty.

The pope did not address the question of providing greater trans-
parency, but he said, "We are working in every way we can."

"But we well know that there are people in the church who do not
see things clearly, who do not agree," so it is "a process" that requires
courage, he added.

"The desire of the church is to clarify everything. For example, I
received in the last few months two complaints of abuse that were
covered up and the church did not handle it properly, so immediately
I said to look into it again" and it will be re-investigated. So there will
be a revisiting of judgments that were not handled well, he said.§

Pope Francis speaks with reporters on the flight back to Rome
from Bahrain Nov. 6, 2022.  (CNS photo/Vatican Media )


